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My aim: To reconstruct the human past in the
Uralic languagespeakerareaé

Source: GeographicalDatabaseof UralicLanguages, projectbyBEDLAN and Jussi
Ylikoski (profof Saamilanguagesin Univ. of Oulu). 



éby extracting cultural memory stored in 
linguistic , genetic and archaelogical data

BEDLAN ðBiologicalDiversificationof  languages

ÅLinguistic history of  Uralic speakerarea

ÅOV, Kone Foundation

SUGRIGE ðAncient Genesof  Nort-Eastern Europe 

ÅProf Päivi Onkamo, Erkko Foundation 

URKO ðUralilainen kolmio, Uralic triangulation

ÅIntegrative spatialand chronologicalstudieson human
and cultural spreadin the Uralic speakerarea

ÅFinnish Academy: PO, Sirkka Saarinen, Harri Tolvanen
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How doeslanguagecarry memoryof  prehistory?
- Vertical inheritanceof  linguistic material

ÅAncestryof  
languages, e.g. 
languagefamilies

ÅLinguistic
ComparativeMethod

ÅPhylogenetic
linguisticsextends
resultsfrom CM

Cognate-codedbasicvocabularyand Bayesiantree inference, Syrjänen et al. 2013



How doeslanguagecarry memoryof  prehistory?
- Horizontal transmission of  linguistic material

ÅDe Heer et al. ms: Loanwordlayersin the basicvocabulary
(N=313) versuswholelexicon

Loanword layers in UraLex data

(Syrjänen et al. 2018)
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How doeslanguagecarry memoryof  prehistory?
- Linguistic substrate

ÅMemory of  contactswith languageof  pastspeaker
populations/ pastlanguages

ÅRestoredin placenamesand vocabulary
ÅOftenwordsdescribingthe localecologicalenvironment

ÅSubstratein Saamilanguagesincludewordslike tunturi, 
kopara, tokka



How doeslanguagecarry memoryof  prehistory?
- Substrate: Place names

Hydronymesreveal
the speakerarea
of  an extinct
western Uralic
language
preceedingSaami
and Finnic
expansion

Rahkonen 2013


